Ricercar Consort
Ricercare, « to seek » in Italian, is the motto of this ensemble: how ancient beauty can be revived for today’s audience.
 In 1985, the Ricercar Consort tours for the first time with Bernard Foccroulle and Bach’s « Musical Offering ». This work inspired the name of the ensemble, containing the two most famous “Ricercar”, complexe and beautiful musical fuga forms. 
The group is rapidly internationally recognised, especially for their interpretations of baroque cantatas and instrumental music on historical instruments. Numerous concerts are given with important baroque pioneers as Max Van Egmond or James Bowman.

Under the direction of Philippe Pierlot, large productions of religeous works (Passions, Bach Cantatas, Haendel Oratorio, Pergolesi Stabat Mater…), altern with opera and chamber music, regularly focussing on the works for viola da gamba ensembles. 
 The Musical Offering accompanied Ricercar Consort during all these years, like the collaboration with the choreographer Trisha Brown (USA, Europe), and the recording in 2015 for the French Mirare label.
 In 2006, the festival « Folles Journées de Nantes »  invited the Ricercar Consort to give Purcell’s Opera Dido and Eneas ; the same year they went to Tokyo with Mozart’s Exsultate Jubilate and gave one of the last concerts in Versaille’s still authentic opera house ( before it’s restauration) , an evening dedicated to Marin Marais.
 Their recording of Bach’s “Tombeau”, “Magnificat and Missa » (Mirare label), received prestigeous awards (Gramaphone Editor’s Choice and Prix Charles Cros)
 Supported by the french speaking community of Belgium, the ensemble regularly performs in the major baroque festivals all over the world.

 Philippe Pierlot direction
Born in Liège, Belgium.

After studying the guitar and lute by himself, he concentrates on the viola da gamba with Wieland Kuijken in the Brussels conservatorium. 

Dedicated to chamber music, Oratorio and Opera, he shares his time between the viola da gamba and directing the Ricercar Consort orchestra.
He has adapted and restaured numerous works, Bach’s St Markus Passion. the « Ritorno d’Ulisse » (Monteverdi) commisioned by Frie Leysen in  1998, given around the world in collaboration with the director William Kentridge, or Sémélé (Marin Marais last opera ) where he composed the missing parts.
Collaborating since 2000 with the label Mirare, his most recent recordings on the viola da gamba are Couperin « Pieces de Violle », Musical Offering or Biber sonatas.
In 2011 and 2013, he organised an encounter with virtuosi on traditional chinese instruments of the Beijin Conservatory; a composition for eight instruments, written for the occasion, was created and recorded. (FLORA CD)
 Teacher in Brussels and The Hague, he initiated a bisanual seminary « Week of the viola da gamba » in Spa, his home town.
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